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LAB: HURRICANE WEATHER 
(Modified from Namowitz’s “Activities in Earth Science,” ©1965) 

 
Purpose: To study the changes in weather that take place during the passage of a 
hurricane. 
 
Background: This exercise is a study of the drastic changes that took place in air 
pressure, winds, temperature, and rainfall as a hurricane passed nearly centrally over 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
 
PROCEDURE 
1. Air Pressure: Use the scale shown on the right side of the graph. Plot each point 

given in the table, and connect consecutive points with a smooth curve. 
2. Wind Speed: Use the scale shown on the left side of the graph. Plot each point 

given in the table. Connect consecutive points with straight lines. (The zigzag line 
shows the gusty nature of the winds of the hurricane.) 

3. Wind Direction: Show the wind directions every three hours by drawing arrows 
under the dotted lines in the table. Your arrows should show which way the wind 
was blowing every three hours. 

4. Rainfall: The table shows the total rainfall for each 6-hour period. Create a bar 
graph using these figures.. 

5. Temperature: Plot the temperature at the top of the graph, where indicated. Join 
consecutive points with a smooth curve. 

6. Labels: Label neatly the air pressure, wind speed, and temperature curves. 
7. Hurricane Track: Plot the even or odd positions of the hurricane on the maps. 

Number the points as you plot them. Connect the points with a smooth curve. (Plot 
only the even or the odd numbers, not all of them!) 
 

SUMMARY QUESTIONS 
1. Study the curves of air pressure and wind speed. How are they related? 

 
2. When did the center of the storm pass closest to San Juan? What were the air 

pressure and wind speed at that time? 
 
3. What relation do you see between the wind direction and: 

a. the passing of the storm center? 
 

b. the wind speed? 
 

4. What relation do you see between the amount of rainfall and the location of the 
storm center? 
 

5. Describe the path of the hurricane. (Where did it begin? Where did it go? What 
islands and U.S. states were in its path? Where did it die?) 


